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us, if we will but underſtand, Sow bleſ- 
| ſedneſs i is to be attained, how the joys of 
heaven are certainly to be procured. And 
by the ſame rules which he pronounced on 
earth, will he form his final ſentence 
upon us, when he comes a ſecond time 
in glory. Bleſſed alone are they, and thoſe 
only will inherit the kingdom of heaven, 
Who are poor in ſpartt. | Ro 


I ſhall cloſe with a very pertinent, and 
at the ſame time noble and emphatical 

_ paſſage of Iſaiah. Thus faith the Lord: 
The heaven i is my throne, and the eartk 
« is my footſtool: Where is the houſe 
that ye build unto me? And where is 
< the place of my reſt? For all thoſe things 

% hath mine hand made, and all thoſe 
things have been, ſaith the Lord; but ; 
« to this man will I look, even to him that 
* is poor and of a contrite ſpirit, and 
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pw into harveſt, that the diligent and 
careful huſbandmen may be amply recom- 
| penſed in another ſtate, ſuitably to their 
produdtions of virtue herp, [whether ten, 
fifty, or an hundred fold, Yet, as all ſeeds 
| ſame quality, though all are needful and 
ſubſervient to the uſe of life, and due care 
and culture are requiſite, that they may 
| yield a Fes ora 1e harv __ 5 
ſo, the harveſts e 1 
of different een though all ee 
7 e in themſelves, The foil of we mind | 
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* ners. But peculiar ſituation or 'cir- 
0 cumſtance in life, may render the former 
| branch of virtue n more conſpicuous i in ie, 
the latter in another. And the goodneſs ; 
of God that awards his bleſſings, not 
5 merely to any one particular exertion of 
virtue, but to all in general; ſince all muſt 
iflue from a good heart, produced by cul - 
ture, diſcipline, attention—the goodneſy 
of God. TI ay, is moſt particularly to be 
adored, fince to every diverſity of virtue, 
8s all are right and commendable, he pro- 
poſeth diverſity of recompence true e 
in heaven to true poverty on earth— 
fort to the mourners—fayour to the ak : 
: —ſatisfadtion to the hungry and thirſty in 
| the cauſe of godlin es- and fo on; ſetting | 
: Joy: 5 and felicity in full view to the ſpec- : 
_. tator's eye, from whatever point be be. 
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pour pain and ſorrow and bitterneſs into 


lite. We cannot but feel them, but the 
virtue lies in ſuffering without regret or 
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. courſe of thoſe laws, which he originally 
C eſtabliſhed: for the government of this his 
Hue, the expe H _ of pains we haveinot 
earned ourſelves by any irregular or vici- 
ous acts; and groans be heard for the tor- 

_ tures we ax through none of our own. 


bene bodies, which are not built 
for immortality, muſt ſuffer many changes. 
The blood will freeze or burn; the brain 
will ſhake; ek b of life will —_ 


of ifs be only one prog effion.of : poinful : 
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and cordial refignation is always our duty, 
and then we are bleſſed in our ſufferings 
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arraign the juſtice of his ne and over- 
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tent. Such things ſerye only 50 Trove : 
him who ſuffers to be worthy of his pain, 
though the previous cauſes of it might be ü 
| involuntary or accidental. To be ſo ab- 
ſutdly affected, is to drive off and throwat 
a diſtance that comfort, which was other - 
wiſe at hand. The next ſtep to repin- 
ing at the will of Providence, is to fall 
| out with -ourſelves, our friends, our na- 
ture, the whole world around us,—which 
may end at laſt in what the true nourner 5 
will not ſuffer, even in a dawn of thought, 
to enter his heart, in . curſing Gut and 
„ dying,” — dying a. preſent and eternal 


death. No: The virtue lies in ſtill bleſſ- 


ing God, which at once beſtows a blefſ- | 
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ine on our GY 15 the on "of 
comfort and tratiquillity _ of greater 
comfort'a and DT hereafter. 7 ove v9 
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1 But, Secondly, Other evity and fd; 
ones too there are, which though the body 
be whole and unhurt, may be felt ſeverely 
by the mind; ſuch as outward afflictions, | 
unmerited by thoſe to whoſe ſhare they _ 

| fall. The : mourners. therefore are bleſſed _ 
in thoſe ſufferings, as comfort i is their . | 

and will Bs * een ee er 
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Ubi are the afflictions of this 
kind which happen, in the train of 
worldly affairs, to the ſincerely religious | 
and good. | Loſs of credit and reputation, 
through falſe reports and malicious cen- | 
ſures,” gives the ſharpeſt blow to a mind 
which hath a cordial regard for virtue; 5 
and is inwardly attached to true honeſty _ 
and honour. Checks and diſappointments 5 
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| given to their honeſt and 


labours, through the antiice' 6 or N cn 

of more worldly, more intereſted. men, | 
produce a proportion of inward ſorrow. | 
It is mournful, ſedately to reflect, how 
the falſe diſſembling countenance, the. 
double tongue, the flattering addreſs to 
the weakneſs and caprice of others, the 
treacherous inſinpation; the knack of ri- 
diculing whatever is ſober or grave, ſhall. 
give the go-by in the labour of life, to 
thoſe who wear their ſentiments on their 
countenance, who dare not ſpeak what 
they do not think, who dare not enter- 
tain a thought, that is an enemy to ſound 
reaſon and true religion, who are too no- 
ble to flatter vice, and would thrivg 
honeſtly or not at all. Yet the all-ſceing 
Deity, no doubt beholds many mourners 
of this kind, unnoticed by their bufy, 
We ee ſhort-ſighted fellow-crea- 
tutes Nay, how mournful indeed muſt 
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be the lot of ſome; who, — .- 


diſgrace and te 3 ta. vb 
ration will not prevent or put an end to 
civi wee v nee or Wann are 
Saat in werf an their efforts ; to pre- 
vent them ſuch as public de: 
| loſs" of all rational liberty, and the dimi- 
fiution or total ſubverſion of publick hap- 
pineſs. How great muſt the afſlictions, 
the > unmerited afflitions be, of vals, who 


FAITE tio as, 
"A 4 1 » 


aſhly „ 
the ungrateful and unrelenting tempers 
with lenity nd mildneſs, ſtill expoſed as 
opportunity offers to their rancour? Who. 
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ee as 3 or flames 77 Ora in 
public — cauſerl OF; ii! tyrants 
and good, amt 
| n iny onſeiouſneſs of virtue? 
2 Bleſſed are thoſe: riioutners.” The Al- 
mighty ſces and inſpires. them ſtill with 
the comforting Wen that true good - 
neſs is ſtill his care, ee from 
ow! 6 oa rovampenoe, „„ vin 
Gier ag 10,91 iin Den al 
3. Bleſſedneſs „ Thirdhy, 1s pronounced 
bu n other mourners, Who, 
n themſelves unhurt ee 
ed bock, in body and mind, yet cannot 
but ſympathize in the cauſe of religion 
and virtue, and be ſenſibly grieved that 
the world about them, hath bid adieu to 
thought and reaſon, and is plunging madly 
iv very y and wiekednef of every kind. 
. he 
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- terme of ſpleen and maliciouſneſs, in in ite 
ful 1 railings. and in opprobrious taunts, 
b but; in mild remonſtrance;. gentle, perſua· | 
; ſion; * and when cheſe are unavailing, in | 
ſilent grief and calm appe ls to the God of 
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Purity 2 and wiſdom. . The diſtempered will 


not regard, much leſs thank them, for 
pitying their gaſe, or labouring to heal 


0 their diſorder "ll But the zreat Searcher of 

7 hearts _ recognizeth their concern. For the 
; ſpreading. and flouriſhing of righteouſneſs, 
and will beſtow upon them the greater ſhare , 
of his comforts, in proportion as others 
reject. them, and will not, know, or will 
flight tl their value. Wen * torrent of vice 
and 
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thoſe, who bu e in t ought to be 
ce "their ſhame,”— it is 1 virtue to 4 


trio ſtrate cn not als e 7 
. the voice { of the chirmer® "would end 
in mere unregarded ſound, charmed he 
= never o wiſely.” They chat mourn 
with thoſe who mourn indeed, are truly 
compaſſionate. They that mourn for 
others who blindly ſcorn” to do it for ; 
chemſelves, act the generous and Chriſtian 
part. But divine i is that character, tho! 
unnoticed, perhaps reviled and ridiculed 
| here below, which laments unh ar 
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comforted, but hy G. Ab that ety 
and righteouſneſs. are depreſſed, have loſt 
| ſo much of their ſway in the hearts and 
e 15 their eee, I, 

1. The ud e Y e and * 
: iti mere „and the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, promiſe and at once award the moſt 
ſenſible, moſt enlivening comfort, are 
-who having through inadvertence, 
powerful temptation, or the ſtrength of 
paſſion, deviated from the rules of re- 
| ligion and virtue, begin'ſoon'to diſcern the 
error of their ways, and with penitent 
hearts, unfeigned contrition, and true re- 
pentance never again to be repented of, 
implore the mercy and forgiveneſs of their 
heavenly Father: Godly forrow arifing in 
the heart from à ſenſe of duty ws. en 
and broken, from A ſincere compunction 
for paſt offences, and a ſteady N 

. to e more, is ſacriſice 
| 110¹ 1 . moſt 
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«: quench the flax ſo bep 

but aid it by his grace to Kindle it up in- 

to the pure flame and light of manners 

reformed, and à purified heart. A conſtan 

reward. But Chriſt aſſureth us, that 

%p ſet the ſheep that; was: ſtrayed returned 
=} to its fold, or a en >retutn- to his 
duty and bis W 1 »:Bnely: is tha 
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fort and encouragement Chrift affureth us, 
8 kia et there is mt e joy in kr ver | Naber 
one finner that repenteth, chan over 
te "ninety and nine en perſons who need 
* no repentance,” Bleſſfed therefore are 
they, who mourn for their fits 'with 
Kinery ſorrow and unfeigned comtrition ; „ 
cot ort from heaven is their promiſed 
due; comfort, which beginting here 
on earth, enlivens the decline of life, 
gives ſerenity and calmneſs to the bed of 
death, and opens the x 1 VEE and 
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ahi \erefore, and ſo 6: M 4 Exteh= 
Hee is che purport of this Beatitude of 
our Lord and Maſter's dn declaration. 
It beſtows' comfort firſt; *on' thoſe, who 
ſound in mind fuffer under involuntary 
corporal” evils, or in contracting which 
theit own wills had no ſhare. At be- 


; ſecondiy, on thoſe, to whoſe lot 
| OS, tho 
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the e and diſaſters. of this world. fat; 
5 whoſe ffi 


ictions, whether of penury, con- 
tempt, oppreſſion, ſlavery, and ſo on, are 
unmerited, and by no means the * 
quence of perſonal folly or guilt. —lt, bea 
tifies t thoſe i in the third place, who, — 5 g 
themſelyes boch i in body and mind, m- ; 

pathize with the ood, mourn. from ge- 
nerous pity with the mournere, and have 
all their affections quite alive and active 

in the cauſe. of religion and of God. 
But | laftly, it particularly, excels; iy 
awardin g mercy and co mfort to true 
mournful penitents, Sho part with their . 
ſins to pleaſe the Deity, and fin no ore 
to make their reconciliation. with. him 
effectual. It thus extends 1 to all 
ranks and characters in life; all Which 
fall under ſome of / theſe. 2 ficatio 
and diſplays to our gratitude, and love, 
and adoration, that mercy fl God, 
hi > ſearched. into W. 
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* is however unſearchable, as it never | 
can, ſuitably to. its excellence, be dif- 
covered and magnified by us. „ 
To the God of mercy therefore, &, 
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tion, and behold, ** every thing in it was 
60 very good,” RR 
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* How grateful 3nd pledfidg/to the pute 
ward fight, is the varied colouring of ma- 
terial objects! One pleaſeth us highly till 

another be ſeen; we then know not where 
to award the preference, when each vies 
With each in outward beauty, and yields 
ſenſible pleaſure to the beholders. Nor is | 
the moral creation of God leſs: diverſified 
than js his natural, The complexions of 
mind yield as great a variety, as compo- | 
fitions of outward lineament and col 
The ground indeed is uniform and | dne, 
in the former as well as the latter. Moral 
| redtitude and virtue is the-ſame in itſelf, 
but is differently exerted; exhibits a va- 
ried appearance to the mental ſight, and 
in that variety ſtill preſerves uniformity, 
f which true beauty ever muſt e 
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Examine tional c1 
tures, abe de a their crea- 
tion, and ſtudy to exalt their nature, and 
pleaſe the all bountiful Giver of all that 
is good. In different ſtations, and from 
different points of view, they ſtrike diffe- 
rently on the ſenſe. Which intereſts us 
flicted, or virtue rewarded—whether po- 
verty rich in virtue, or riches which pro- 
duce a r eligious poverty, a total abſti- 
nence from every intemperate-abuſe or ir- 
regular enjoyment; whether the mourner, 
who patiently expects, or the mourner 
who thankfully receives his comfort; or 
in the meaning of the text, whether the 
nizek who already inherit the earth, or 
We for that more plraſing inheritance 
of their own new heaven and new earth, 
en dwelleth righteouſneſs. For to 
that peculiar exertion of virtue which is 
called meekneſe, our Saviour in this his 
. | divine 
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divine diſcaurſe, has awarded its p- 


bleſſing, and explicitly declared, that a2 
che rieber gf heaven ſhall be conferred on 
paverty , ptrit; as comfort ſhall be ad- 
miniſtered to the mpurners, fo an ample 
ſuited to 7 
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inheritance of good things beſt 
P its nature ſhall be the reward of meek 
Bleſſed are the meek far they iſhall/in in bs 
& berit ais earth. e 0 ir 10 offt : 
FCC 1 10 SEPT 12 571 vio E 
7 wre dt. e e 
virtue is, Whick is called meekneſs,”the 
ee occaſions can more eafilty 
diſtinguiſh: than wor Js can deſeribe. orfla 
the liſt of all virtues merely moral; it con- 
tian catalogue of virtues, is gloriouſly 8 
ranged amongſt thoſe which the Apoſtle 
ſtiles and not- to- be miſtaken fruits of the 
460 8 pirit,” i The holy Spirit of God, who 
reſides in the hearts of the truly good and 
virtuous, is delighted to exhibit his fruit 
GF e 
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: to the ation 1 000 underſtanding crew 
tures,” in Fane 50 80 — e of m 


It is a ſoft and gentle, but habitual 
exerciſe of virtue, which attracts regard, | 
_ affords delight, and procures the good- 
wilt and approbation of human intelli- 
gent ſpectators: in the language of holy 
writ it is a quality not curruptible; the 
moſt firm and ſolid paſſeſſion a mortal can | 
enjoy; and ſo great an ornament to tje 
human creature, that its price or dal - 
tion is ae 8 of Gd. 


> 6 


OW. ESE AE, De Ed OE 42 38 Ts . 
> 4 F » $4 5 1 55 1 * F 


* 


/Mcoknofs en is that entice 1 
bit of virtue, which like all other Chriſ- 
tian habits, is adapted to; and if ſtudied — | 
and exerciſed, dignifics and adorns every : 
ion or rank in life Whatever. It is 

acknowledged and admired in the higher | 

ſem of life, where it excludes arrogance 
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v 
ebenes from the heart and 
from the words and acts; ar 1 ren 
great, or thoſe Who are exalted in civil 
communities above the ordinary level, to 
eee condeſcending, and imeek to all 
It is owned and approved in all | 
| ban n where it renders men pa- 
tient and ſubmiſſive to one another, and 
ſupports a conſtant peace and tranquillit 
in the commerce and trihlaRions of the 
eber domeſtic life it is per- 
ceived with t. the ſweeteſt ene of delight; . 
when it P. SICTV | | * 
between the moſt tender and cloſe rela- 
tions; by its ſerene and peaceful train of 
| procedure, - keeping up regula ity. and _ 
order, on which is built that truly pru- 5 
dent conduct, which gives proſperĩty and bo 
ſucceſs, and makes even this earth a fit 
inheritance for the good; and by enab 1 g 5 
them to enjoy the preſent gifts of the all- 
bounteous Creator, fits them to paſs, by an: F 
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tem rs, dw. ne 8 ent! 
wrathful and contentious;,v will—let us not 
F fp. tha; great Parent and Judge of moral 
creatures, but even mortal man, with: bis 
| . of ſagacity and diſcern- 
ment eſteem and value moſt? We may 
leave the anſwer even to the m3 vid] 
and impatient of our fellow-men, 1 8 
will readily own. hen the fire. of their 
: tempers at any time ſubbides, that the 
habit of meckne ſs. fins. ite, oyners better 125 
j TT „ 
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4 
bor all the pots of 'reatvinible: ſavial 
life, procures them the favour and pro- 
2 tection of "others, enables FO _ to 
renders even Ae no matter of 
| concern or pain to them; allow ig at che 
ſame time, that their own fretful boiſter- 
ous completion, lays themſelves under 
great diſadvantages,” renders miſconduet 
more painful, and ſucceſs leſs pleaſing to. 
| themſelves ; makes the public road of lie 
| more troubleſome and rugged to their 
feet, and ſpoils all the Fweets which ſhould 
de felt in the hours of x retirement, as 
ruffled minds cannot be ſoon compoſed, 
or a temper apt to be thrown. into tu- 
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be too boiſterous and ſavage." Tieneg arc 
derived the rules of good 
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Pribite lives, in "the ſucceſsful train of 
cheir private affairs] in the Peace and 8 | 
rnit ity of th ; cir more retired hours, how 
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ach ork. there i is in 5 . 


But = bleſſings ich flow from pure Lg 
undeßled religion, hade not only their „ 
6 it extend their proſpect 


2 on earth, 


owards a future ' manſion i in "the heavens. 


| heli e ure ; 
into Ainetcricablt 10 0 
tumült, diſorder, in the , World 8 We 
| | OO | miſt ; 
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miſs. the fa 210 gts of fl wat 
fings naturally Ave, and which, vi 


many obſtructions . alt attend it here 
Vet Oo, Wi promiſed it more dan. 


L no andy new 2 6 Selle 
rightemyue; ; where true virtue will n 
with its full reward. ang no vice 
pretence « of virtue can interpoſe to divert 
or ſnatch . from it its. Proper recompe CE. 


There th e meck wha. have paſſed ar g- 4 
ticed . below, and 1 received no poſi. 


tive harveſt from their virtue, but a 
inward conſcipus applauſe of their .] n 
hearts, will be diſtinguiſhed : and applauded 
by the all-feing all-righteous. Judge of 
accountable. creatures, When the poor in 
ſpirit receive their unfading wrd. when 
the maurnery receive their 1; afail. 
ing comforts, they, alſo "ill. be pro- 
nounoed heirs of God and * 0 
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fecti <ction, Ne erample but his alone i is 


ſtrong ; and at ive ent to 
with conſtant | unxemitting ae 


of © >> 


the uninterrupted practice of true virtue, | 
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becauſe he was his debtor, - but becauſe a 
dobior himſelf, he was unrelenting and void 
of compaſſion to others; would take ad- 
vantage of mercy, but would not ſhew it 
WT a trifle to a fellow- creature. Every 
temper that will not ſtrive after the habit 
| * mercy, is liable to commi Waben ſuch 


their natur as this of the p able, yet 
8 ene to lead him into numberleſs 
evils, and blot out all his title to mercy 
and forgiveneſs when his own necefiities 
| ae them moſt, 
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euny and bag o reſolve, ener ts / be 
guilty of rigo rigour, to forſwear impatience | 
d aer the eternal preference 


of temper; a an 
to mercy in his own breaſt, over any other 
dez : any private intereſt, or world- 

advantage: an would he here change 


30S 1 


ames, and place himſelf as à ſinful creas 
ture in the room of that ſervant to whom 
the Almighty Judge, his ſupreme Lord is 
ready to forgive ſo vaſt a debt, he would 
ſoon be convinced how kind, and tender - 
hearted he muſt be to his fellow-ſervants, 
to his fellow-creatures ; and how inflexi- 
bly he muſt adhere to mercy, in all the 
tranſactions of his own life, as 80 2 6 | 
ou r receive it from his C * 


EVE 12 5 e _ ; he 22h. \ F 3 . * 1 
C; wot | = + x . » G 4 4 * 2 1 12 6 5 - 9 * 1 13 3 F s : A * Ka 3 a 


& "5. * 2 S- * 1 


„ 


ae every 9 el a ee _ 
cannot be ſincere Chriſtians without being 
meroiful to our fellow. creatures, When 
De _ in need our m. ſo neither 


out it. By 


its dictates when acting for himſelf, or 
when perſonally - provoked: of injured: 


When he acts indeed in the concerns of 
others, or in a public capacity, (as magi- 
private.mercy muſt then give way in his 


exations; and to do juſtice: muſt then 


* 


| be his aim, leaſt in are partially merci- 


m in his bee cone 


e hope it from his God.: | But f in 
8 | public 
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i Aebi che world, and 
it would ſoon be à ſcene of oppreſſion, 
confuſion and flaughter. It is the grand 
eonoerm of every individual to attend to 
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public injuries, no one- perſon; but the 
— is a. Se e che 


4 ded. wy the public-1 as 0 e com- . 
. munity.” The n virtues en 
the publie pains and penalties deviſed to 
keep rogues and villains: in awo; they are 
calculated to preſerve private virtue, on 
which the public 1s built, and not to coun- 
tenance or reſcue the ſubtle knave detected, 
the publio robber, the aſſaſſin or mur- 
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The laws of God require judgment in 
princes, juſtice from judges, and from 

every individual in their private capac 
merey, kindneſs and compaſſion one to 
another. And were there no ſavage, boiſ- 
terous, cruel tempers in private life, the 
public laws of à ſociety, would ſoon be- 
come obſolete and uſeleſs ; were every per- 
_ 20 . r c 5 * | ſon 
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Ha ty merciful; bleſſedd would be the 


| world; and bleſſed be evety perſon. But 

| as we live amongſt ſin and folly, amongſt 
Lares and purſuits that ſeverely try and are 

daily putting our tempers to the teſt, it 


behoves each of us apatt, daily to remem- 


ber 6 Chriſtians, that we have 
duty to diſcharge, and are only by i its pro- 


per diſcharge fo be happy; and conſe- 
ts be merciful on all occaſions, 


* 


ihe e PRE Secondly, 10 Vis a teq 
fite and direct means of obtainin g mercy; 
the pardon of our fins, and a remittance of 
the e they: dale W 
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"eff Ou Blefled Savidur hath GORE RG this 
in ſeveral plain and explicit precepts. There 


is no one point he hath laboured more, 


nor more frequently inculcated. He hath 
declared it bleſſed in itſelf, and ble ed 
its Ines: he hath done more, he 
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hath enjoined cry tnobth; 10/ pronounce 


_ itdbily as an acknowledged condition, on 

Ub it rn and Biſon, aber For 
k realy, — Father e art in 
% heaven; às we forgive thoſe who treſ- 
* paſs againſt us.. One would be in- 
clined to think after this, that ro cruel; 
unrelenting, unforgiving ns aa could be 
left in the Chriſtian world.” One would 
think that ſelf-intercſt, ſelf-preſervation,. 
would of themſelves render ed ha- 
in ee retiroments, and Pee 3 
lic oceapations-and amuſements, are quite 
different creatures. And mutual forgive- 
neſs, which ought to be their public em 
ployment, is too muck become 2 — 
een af the cloſet. 02 4G 
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ud d Chriſtian can be ee en 


Bot all perſons are concert 
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nn ,, By 


miſtake the will of God i in this point ſo 


plainly and openly declared. His will pub- 


liſhed in the laws and precepts of the Goſ- 


pel ſhould. have more influence over us, 


than the fantaſtic i imaginary laws of what 
is ſtiled Honour, which are written and 


delivered no where, but only caught like 
an infection from breath to breath. There | 
is, there can be 1 no true honour, but in 


acting or ſuffering with virtue. And 


whatever may be repreſented as largeneſs 


of ſpirit and fortitude of mind here below, 
yet there can be none in deliberate reſent- 


ment or revenge; fince experience ſoon 


convinceth, that ** Bleſſed only are the 
«© merciful,” that they alone ſhall obtain 


mercy from God; or in other words, and 


another pertinent declaration of .our Lord 


and Maſter, If y you forgive not men their 


* treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 
«« which is in heaven forgive you.” — En- 


able us, O God, ſo effectually to remember 


it, as W to do it. ST 
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** ſhall ſee God.” Holy Writ is every 


7 where uniform and conſiſtent with itſelf. 
When the Royal Pfalmiſt, in that 


beautiful compoſition the xvth. Pim, had 


put the queſtion; -who was to àbide in 


** the tabernacle of the Lord,—who to 


508 . on his holy hill?“ ——His an- 


ſwer is- ef, He that walketh uprightly, 
* and worketh righteouſneſs, : and ſpeaketh 
the truth from his heart; ſince pu- 
rity of heart is the ſoundeſt origin of 
truth, and righteouſneſs, and integrity of 
cron dig in the AUO t 


1 — Sigh, 00 


5 to ſtand in his holy place hoſe hands 
ic are clean, whoſe heart is pure, hο 


ind unto vanity, 


Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
rews commands Mn on 
d which is tho re 


ſult 
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by all eee Heines as the We 
ſeat of the principles, affections, and paſ- 
ſions of the rational creature. From it 
the words and outward acts derive their 
courſe, their nature and ſignificance, The 
heart t 8 efore muſt be right, and found; 
and pure, before the words and actions can 
be ſo. If the treaſure there laid _ 


WP it; if. it be evil, evil things 22 
lo 0 manifeſt themſelves without. In ano- 
_ paſſage our Saviour hath ee 


heart and e . trer ang IR 
| The, heart muſt be pure, ths the DER 
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rity. of th latter, -wh CL (xrbibits. 4 
ſhews to outward ſenſe the ani, af: the 
former; for ſo the tree is ji 


known by the fruit it x oduceth. That 
208 _o ©2004 _ ' and that alone, 2 which 

dads brin ee Lond _ = or none 

| at 4 is een W 5 9 922 


* 
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1 . : 


One . indeed RF 1 abends 
chat we cannot always ſo certainly pro- 
nounce of the human heart from the out- 
ward acts, as we can of the natural tree 
from its fruit. The latter is a clear and 
adequate object of our outward ſenſes 3 ĩte 
ſize, and colour, and taſte, cannot be diſ- 
guiſed. But one bad quality, of which 
the human heart is capable; gives ſome- 
times that appearance and colouripg to its 
fruits, which may delude us into a N | 
ment that the heart is - ſound : and. pure, 
n the'reverſe may be the truth. * This 


* 1 : bad "Wks 
1 1 f 5 5 4 
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By © ROW at ippeping this ade arti- 
ice bad men may wear the: nnen 
ance and a rotten heart may be pronounced 
to be ſound, and noble, 
text. u Bains testeo ens ene | 
appear, but to thoſe who intrinſically and 
really * are pure in wp ed promiſed by 
n fag _—_ 7 310267 eee 
The important EY ſi in a 
text. that the . pure in heart” are bleſſed 
in their purity, and that its future reward 
ſhall be the fight pf God, and the nearer 
_ contemplation of his glories: and perfec- 
tions. requireth little proof; ſince no one; 
that hath conſidered the nature of the 
Deity, can be ignorant that purity is his 
great perfection, and that his fayour will be 
peſtowed on ae! who. . 


n 1 * x at 2 


gs s 0 vr. 


to reſemhle Him. Thoſe 
im, in proportion to 


Ar iv 5 like hi 
their nature and degree; who would ** fee 


% him as He is, e ned in happir 
ſtrike a conviction of this truth into thoſe 
perſons are apt to form a ſoothing notion 
of the all- extenſive mercy of the Deity, 
if at any leiſure hour they beſtow a thought 
upon him, and fo "Joſe; or ſtrive tb loſe 
the apprehenſions of his righteouſneſs and 
| juſtice in a more pn 3 
eee 3 eh 
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Te ME theis At Alus to ſuen, 
and to confirm the pure in their own Ws 
rity of heart—inſuperable' arguments may 
be alledged to prove hat the impure; 45 
they have not the promiſe, ſo neither, 
were the reward of the text graciouſly 


| — them, are they capable of en 5 
jpoying 
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: . Who are impure in tary) cannot 
de Mnewu by Abel fellow chase Un- 
cauſe they are not always able to dia- | 
guiſh pretence- from truth, the apparent 
from the real virtue. But the well-known 
and ever diſtinguiſhed impure ate thoſe, 
from whoſe hearts, in our Maſter's de- 
ſcription of them, proceed evil thoughts, 

«© murders, adulteries, forn ications, thefts, 

_ * falſe witneſs, blaſphemies.” Such per- 
_ ＋ _ are morally incapable of ſee. 

ing God, of ſeeing the glory of heaven 
and of the divine nature, with any ſenſe 
of a and re Toy 


$6 vas the TOR of evil ig ghts,” 
whoſe heart is the ſeat of habitual envy 
and malice, caught up like St.” Paul to 5 
ce third 1 heaven, with thoſe paſſions hot 
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and 
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with eons to eee 
or 0 the deſires of his ſteeled obdu- 
rate temper 1. It is the vier of-forrow, 
fat no dach, a are, to be fo unc 
he great, ſource and: fountainof CAL 6 


bügel regions could only give ſuch a vi vio- 
lence and edge to his own gloomy paſſions, 
a8 ; would. render even heaven itſelf a hell to | 
him, andmake himmoſtexquiſitely wretch- 


petual wretch dneſs every where, his own 
TE paſſions: naturally, bias and condemn him. 
We always find: that ſuch foul empers are 
ever unhappy, and cannot diſguiſe it, when | 
they happen to fall amongſt the happier | 
parts of their own ſpecies. They con- 
ſtantly fly from ſcenes of peace and com- 
| fort; and the bounty of heaven in whats 
ever manner r dic in their fellow 5 


5 . creatures, i 


* 
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on that alone all his cares and 
wiſhes are intently fixed What reliſh 
the ſoul with but one idea, that of 
amidſt the views of the un- 
Sehe bounty and beneficence of the 
Deity ? The throne of God perhaps might 
draw his admiration or excite his deſire; 
the conſu mmate dignity of Him who ſat 
thereon could not. Larger and more large, 
and not more and more contracted, muſt 
that heart grow, which can exult in the 
reſence-of Him, : who is good to all 
who, in tho: | pions ſtile of Oy but 


God cho had offered;' ebe 10 
his preſence, which he had villainouſly 
diſlodged from its carthly manfion.—— 
The debauchee or adulterer have like wiſe 
no — and nn no re iſh, 


the 1 
olupti e ts e ee 


hearted tyrant behold them crowding in 

the preſence of God, whole properties 
and lives — nemcondy violated? 
With what inward remorſe, what ſtings 

to o his ſoul muſt the ſuborned and perjured 
evidence behold thoſe, whom he had fo 
groſsly injured on earth ?—And he, whoſe 
mouth 
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ner " lived, to- He ill clean 
_ ow beſo e pion depart. Wp r 


of ; thoſe; WhO . having] wallowed in 
urities here, die at laſt harder AD 
impenitent, the vitiated ſoul ſtill han 
ing after its ce pleaſures, or ſorry 
_—_ that it c | dende Sincere 
; contrition is really 
Sold only ſees arid bee Menzies is true, 
deen kao it upon earth, when an actual 
one» H To 
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of purity and virtue, from whie 


loſt ſheep returus ta 
But uninterrupted tranquillity and plea- 
3 « who need no ſuch 


geſtions ef vice; which on its approach 
appearance of pleaſure and de- 
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- ts, which. 
Nur ir whic en 


thod of eat . a But lach ha- 
| bitual purity: can only be — by 


conſtant attention; and an wearing re- 


I pigs Fn hs. 8 reaſon: then 
preſerve their virtue and preſerve their 

ſubſtantial welfare. But as the proceſs 

and; renten of reaſon is flow and ſe- 


| on. 3 | Chriſt declare explicit who arc | 
; hints * a own. hen, HA very na- 


ture of things muſt be changed. | before 


his denunciativns of either kind can be 


wages Sroundleſt er delufve. And 
"Of 88 5 there⸗ 
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ett in ns per wor. 


Fs the mier of the Lord?“ 


| himcar hath fince moſt graciouſly declared 


| therefore, ; the more vo «ad his reli 2 


reaſons do we e ind, © e hearts 
elves belege and 
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Dates or N «© that your Wilken ate 
—Nay, 
loſophy found out, what God 


en, He hath not u eart 


r 1 — that the F e Spirit en 


to reſide, infuſing ſerenity and peace of 
which that heart is moſt inwardly conſci- 


dus, and which others judge of from the 


purity of its mouth, the innocence of its 


acts, and the whole courſe of its exterior 


deportment, which is ever decent and in- 
offenſive, which never will do wrong or 
corru rupt another, and never will be cor- 


oy * 8 : 
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cighed itſell. In the words of the Plalmiſt,. 
* he backbiteth not with his, tongue, 
. * doth. no evil to his neighbour, . taketh 
9 no reprœach agai iſt him; in his eyes 
a vile perſon i is contemned,, but he ho- 
1 them that fear the Lord.“ jo Theſe. 
are out ward proofs of inward purity; for 
ſuch as is the ſource, ſuch are.the ſtreams. 


ve 


which iſſue from it; as is the tree, ſuch 
are the fruits; as is the Hanks ſuch aſe 
will be the mouth, 4 6905. wv 
The 5 heart, it ĩs true, kink we : 
may ſometimes. aſſault, and endeavour to 
in a reception there. But diſapproved, | 
cenſured. and rejected, they diſappear and 
leave ng ſtain behind h, what is more, 
they ſerve to increaſe and ſtrengthen the 
habitual purity and integrity of it. But 


we ſhould ever be on our guard, how a 
once we entertain them; fince, if one be 
 harboured, they follow one another Wn .. 
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cc . ſhall be called the children & 
ce God. * 


Small benefit, without doubt, can er 
crue from a bare name or title; and it is 
evident here, that when Chriſt aſſureth the 
peace-makers they ſhall be tiled in this 


manner, he promiſeth to them the actual | 
_ poſſeſſion of ſome eminent and ſubſtantial 


bleſſing; that is, they ſhall be called with . 


che ſtricteſt propriety of truth, and fo, 


conſequently, ſhall receive the favour, pro- 
tection, the parental encouragement, the 


- glorious inheritance WA God hath en 


tailed He d 1 


wes! PORT creatures are 4517 thei oe | 
op POO vous become: wy are reg: 


hs and an Rate to his WII il. They 
are then worthy members of his family, of 
6 9 a 5 * 
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that Eel which whether comple y jut. 
tified in heaven, or proceeding along on 
earth in the proper paths which lead to 
juſtification „is named of bim, the univer- 
ſal parent of truth, righteouſneſs, peace, 
5 and felicity. Such as come unto God 
oF by Chriſt, have farther another right, ; 
| by which they become his children, name 
ly, that of © adoption.” This latter pri- 
vilege, thoſe who had no title, or had for- 
feited their title to the firſt, gained purely 
through | the merits, through following 
the example, and conforming to the pre- 
cepts of the ** frſt· born of God, bis be- 
« loved Son.” It is indeed a; point of 
pure revelation; but the revelation of 
Chriſt hath diſplayed every motive, and | 
yielded eyery encouragement to make men 
good, and endear them ſtill more to their 
great Creator and Parent. God is ſtiled 
in his own Revelation, the God of 
our bleſſed Saviour, « the 


0 Prince | 
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WO conſcientiouſly makers of peace, 
virtue of the revealed -romiſes of God, A 
juſt right to be ſtiled the children of God, 


7 ; | 4 1 x; 0 ; 
: vine 


«© Prince of Peace and Captain of our Sal- 
(„ vatio MN, Thoſe therefore e Who foll OW 2 


his example, and are truly, hn lt 


and to enjoy all the bleflings which that 


title juſtly merited, a duly en . 
8 . N 5 


{us the Devil, or the author * all fn, 


and conſequently of miſery, hath his chil- 
_ dren alſo among accountable: 922 5 and 
* children accurſed they are.” Chrift de- 


clared without reſerve to a ſet of perverſe, 


' miſchievous nien, © Ve are of your fa. 


ther the Devil, and the luſts of your 
1 father you will do.” He was a mur- 
| derer, A liar, a caluminiator from the be- 
ginning. From him came diſorder and 


tumult firſt amon g the moral creation of 


a. 99525 : therefore who will confound 


5 %%% M. 1 


2 


the Hd and harinony of the m Ir: 

| by fuch/prattices, reſeinÞle him, "and ar 

Y juftly ſtiled his children, andlik him N 
muſt be wretched. By their works they 
are always known. His reign | is viſible in 
the children of diſobedience, -** In this“ 
ſays St. John,“ the children of God are 
Fe manifeſt and the children of the Devil. 
= Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs i 18 not 
= of God; neither he . Toveth n not t his 
* brother,” 17 5 N 


But our. attention Is to be recalled, and 
our approbation to be fixed on better cha- 
rafters, on better children, and an infi- 
nitely more amiable Parent 3 and we are 
to learn by cohviction, how lovely and | 
how godlike a character that of the Chriſ- 
| Hah peace- maker is, and how productive | 

of bleſſings t to its owner. n 


N 7 
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108 DISCOURSE wit, 
This character therefore, like all others 
which are truly worthy and yir! uous, muſt 
be raiſed by open activity and -unabating 
practice. It muſt manifeſtly, ſpread peace 
and WY IE abroad, * ſo be wesen | 


7 
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1 ace from 10 are  direfted 5 | 
the mind, and the mind is diſtinguiſhed 
by the principles on Which apparently it 
proceeds to act. In this caſe therefore the 
pacific principles muſt reign within. Thoſe 
principles muſt be founded on reaſon and 
a ſenſe of duty, both which are neceſſary 
to conſtitute virtue and worth. TE 


& 


. | Such a mind | therefore muſt neceſſarily 
be at peace with itſelf. Its affections muſt 
be calm, its paſſions undiſturbed, and the 
conſcience quite eaſy and ſerene. f Where 
they are not ſo, that mind muſt ſuffer 
within itſelf much tumult/ and diſorder. 
Tiras = 
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Theſe will not long be pent n the 
: | cloſe precincts of the boſom, but 
will, on ar, wings of boiſterous and fer- 
ented p aſſions, break out into harſhneſs 
&f bob ende and ſeverity of actions, which 
neceſſarily tend to breaches of perſonal, 
domeſtic, ſocial, peace, and ſo on to fin- 
ful acts which interrupt the harmony be- 
tween the divine and rational natures. 
1 Within the wicked there is no peace, 
and ſo their words and acts tend to con- 
e the n of all itt their n. 
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| Habitual {pane mh ee le of nir 
as from a ſenſe of duty, a true regar. 
Ineſs, 1 obedience 


"Shieh a virtue is to ibe erected; 
ſince N latter is to be the means of 
gaining, and by this latter only. can the 


bleſſing of peace-making be enjoyed. 


Such 


* 2 
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with-tha greater weight ee to 


make. peace amongſt others, will firmly = 


eſtabliſn and. fecure it in his on family. | 
ber, whether acting in the conjugal, 
Parental, or filial character, the whole of 
his deportment will be ſmooth, eaſy, in- | 
ſinuating, obliging. All bitter jealouſies, 
All dark ſurmiſes, all peeviſhgeſs of thought 
and expreſſion will be kept at a diſtance 3 
for by theſe is private peace inadvertently 
ot undeſignedly embroiled; and '“ 2 little 
matter often kindles a great flame,” In 


t houſe brethren will dwell: together in 


4 


ity. A fight how good and pleaſant 

10 oba !” When peace taking its riſe 
fro m the head, deſcends progreſſively in 
bleſſings on all the members of that fa- 


mily, preſerving them elean from every 
taint which mars the peace of life, or the 
inward peace of mind, and diffuſing the 
fragrant fayour of love and benevolence 
| pong 
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amongſt his .neighbou 
bis oyn principles will be inclined, and 
> may on his own acknowledged ara 
W N interpoſe. He will mildly 


enifue;- he will oth and calm alternately 
be ſoured fermenting e of 8 
parties; he Will gradually bend them 
one another, unwearied till a reconeilia- 
tion be. "<btaited, and. n ow 


1 


1 1 u ſuſpicions 3 5 4445 
4 1 open breaches of peace fall out 
s, ſuch an one by 


damages which probably will 


FI even 3 Dh it may not 1 | 
ceed;: In more . e blefling | 


others, 
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adtuated with univerſal chari 

volence. His every word &t bY wa | 
manifeſt it to others ; he will not * vaunt 
a: Himſelf, ? becauſe that raiſeth [perſonal 
dif [> hens not be puffed ag; A 
ens 5 raiſeth contempt; ; he will not 
© behave himſelf unſeemly, becauſe that 
produceth indignation; he will “ not 
* eagerly ſeek his own honour or advan- 
tage, becauſe that yields ſuſpicions of 
fk: deſigns ; he will not be eaſi 

5 provoked, fn becauſe that will confound 


wn inward peace; Will“ think no 
27 evil, will not rejoice i n iniquity, but 
in the truth; that is, when he has re- 
duced others to 'a right Chriſtian behavi- 


| . and made mutual e and harmony 
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But here he ain tens the ee 
and ſee it acking in more public life, or as 
its owner i is a member of a civil commu- 


ö nity. Here far from engaging in faction, 
or Joining i in cabals for particular intereſts 
in prejudice to the public, he will bear 
even perſonal injuries without repining or 


diſcontent, for the benefit of numbers, for 


the fervice of his country. He will teach - 


others, will perfuade others to do the 
ſame. He will damp, not ſpread the whiſ- 
- pers or murmurs of diſcontent,” in order 
5 raife the reſentments of fellow citizens 

nſt one another. He will ſtrive to 


cool the heats that are raiſed by tools of 


2 2 


fa 


from the * of the intention, which 


1 0 without : 


n or party- ineendiaries. He will A 
never argue that from the want of ſucceſs 4 1 
the intention of his ſuperiors was bad, but 
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| without. irrefragable Weh to che c C 6 ntrary, 
he will ever ſupport, will inculcate a pa- y 
tient and gentle acquieſcence. He will 
et a pattern to others, and ſtir them up 


8 by his words, his actions, his whole be- 


haviour, to be worthy and commendable 
members of that ſociety. He will“ pray 
« for che peace of his own Jeruſalem, and 
bi that they may proſper w who love her.” 5 
He will fear God, love the brotherhood, 5 
honour the kipg, duly wh conſcientiouſly. 5 
; paying tribute to whom tribute is due, 
fear to whom fear, honour to whom ho- 
nour. He who does this, though his in- 
viting honeſt example may not be copied, = 
by thoſe whom he fain would have to, 
copy it, is yet in a public light the 
bleſfed peace-maker, . the true child rat. 8 
God, that King of mp 1 4 n of 
N es. VT 321 
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80 The more fads principles a are coliivated 
and embraced, on the ſtronger ou 
tions are the public. peace and pro! 
eſtabliſhed. The precepts: of the Goſpel 
are entirely calculated to cultivate them, 
and make reaſonable accountable creatures, 
good agents in every ſcene of private 
life, good members of ſociety, good citi- 
Zens and! good ſubjects. Suech the God 
of peace and order knows and will regare 
And thoſe who Kindle ſtrife and conten- 
: tion to ſatisfy private reſentments or pro- 
mote private intereſts, to vindicate opi- 
nions Which award the preference to any 
individual or any ſet of men, above the 
welfare of the whole, act always with 
that ſpleen and vehemence which ſhews 
that peace is not their characterſtic, and 
| thar the pleaſutes which Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed to his genuine diſciples, have not a 
| ſalficient-reliſh; or raiſed the Ne i = 
up rae e i 900 . Aw ole os 7 
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e ee peace o N muſt be 
OY portion, who adheres to. the pacific 
principles in all his actions, and conforms | 
to them in all the relations he ſtands c in to 
his fellow-creatures. And as by this he 
is ſecurely guarded. from all immoral 
tranſgreſſions, from all breaches: of the 
laws, of God, he moves calmly on to a 
more refined. enjoyment of that peace in 
another world, which he always loved and 
_ cultivated in this. But if the number of 
ſuch true ſons of God is ſo ſmall on earth, 
it muſt be owing, and is only owi 
their wilful inattention to his commands, 
Ge e, to : hiv den 0 the, ate ef 


Ohl bleſſed Jeſus, at no birth, the 
ä 3 good will — men. mee of 


thy coming was univerſal peace. Thy 
whole 12 ſufferings, life and Auth | 


| „ | 5 were : 


* 


„ 


be vrt. 117 


were de gne to ſpread it abroad. to eſta- 

| bliſh the peace of man with God and with 
himſelf, But wilful wicked man has i in- 
. verted all, and made the intended peace 
to prove a very ſword. F or whence, but 
from a total diſregard or inverſion of his 
laws, are ſo many paſſions yet indulged, 
which mar all the peace and harmony of 
private life, and bias numbers ſo cordially | 
to hate when they ought to love one 
another? Whence elſe <* ſuch wars and 
„ fightings amongſt,” Chriſtians in pri- 
vate life, to the loſs of friendly inter- 
courſe . and neighbouriy beneficence; in 
more public ſcenes, to the loſs of mutual 
confidence, public truſt, and an united 
endeavour after the good and welfare of 
whote lady 7 Tumulte, rapide vie 

| bloodſhed, malice, unrelenting in- 
fatiable revenge, are grown the notorious 
marks and diſtinctions of Chriſtians ? Of 
Cin, truly who aggravate . their ſins 
I x N 
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name, and deaf to the inſtructic [ $:6f their 


heaverily. Father, do the luſts of him who 
418. the e of ſin and miſery. . 
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To Zaamcale the! 3 of bet t 
children of God, we all know the. me- 
thod. The ſole difficulty lies in effec- 
| tually perſuading the practice. 2 This 
muſt be begun and learned at home, be- 
fore we can ſhew or exemplify it abroad. 


And we muſt ſtudy, muſt clearly under- 


ſtand, and loye our religion before we can 


illuſtrate it in our manners and lives. 
And yet this one ſhort declarati. 

Lord. and M aſter, if received with a ſeri- 
ous conviction, and digeſted into words 
and acts, would moſt highly amend the 
ſtate of che. world, and pour numberleſs 
comforts and bleſſings into life. Each 
perſon might be happy i in himſelf, by thus 
diligently conforming to it, even though 


We 
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the hurry. of paſſions i in attire might pre- 
vent his communicating or enlarging the 

bleſſings. But him that ** ſoweth diſcord 
„ among brethren the Lord hateth,” and 
will puniſh. But let us follow after 
e the things which make for Ps ſhew- 
« ing all meekneſs unto all men. Let 
us ** ſeek the peace of the community 
9 and the welfare of the people where- 
% unto we belong, ſince. in the peace 
< thereof we then ſhall have peace.” And 
* let us have peace with one another, for 
« one is our Maſter, even Chriſt, and all 
« we are brethren.” Bleſſed if we are 
really ſo, for then as the children of God, f 
we deſerve that title, and ſhall be bleſſed 


in it for ever and ever. . 
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nee . expoſeth. them to the fary 5 
of wanton or unjuſt power, and makes 


them ſuffer thoſe calamities, which are 
: raiſed | by: perſecution, 


all life, will be abundantly overpaid 
with js and joy, and triumph in the 
For bleſſed are they which are 
er, a for righteouſneſs: ſake ; for | 
* theirs is the kingdom of heaven. þ 
AA 27A HON TIHT JHA, aas 
But if bleſſed; aasgu b. blefſed win be 
they, wHUb ſuffer for the fake, or in the 
cauſe of righteouſneſs,” what mult be the 
fate of thoſe, =and how bitter their 
5 curſe, —who are the authors- and i inflic- 
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oe cy ns — re thoſe} hs 


th e ſacred volume | 1 15 Hide that, 
. « Blefled 
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. the ſufferers, 


the courſe 
Here patient continuance, here una 
, nay o obſtinate perſeverance is neceſſary, is 


; we wey think we are perſecutec 
„„ ouſneſs 
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cue who perſccuts,” 5 Such 


* means 5 Cheiltan—sich n 
ſtrangely f and | fatally deceived, if - th 
think: hey are of the Chr | 
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But che ſubject dale us not at preſent, 
i much to: expoſe the 1 in all 
their black and horrid colours,” 48 com 


proceed with ſteadineſs and reſolution i in 
at leads to eternal "happineſs, 
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ia or err in our notions 4 that, 
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| of the word villes, dan therefore 
e ſettled and explained, —and then we 
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for ourſelves, Me fantaſtically and.,crrgner, 2 
ouſ]y y deceive. ourſelves. 7 For then we ae 
but are juſtly and properly, 
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latter ever implies Home es, offence, b 
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"Moſt wretched indeed i is the caſe, 


of the rightecus anc good * 
r being ſuch, and 


and diſtinguiſhin g e 


one great moſt important article of true 
and ſound religion to be queſtioned by the 
ſcrupulous, and ridiculed by it he 
part of mankind: namely, that “ Godli- 
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Ioflexibly good meet 1 3 3 bop 
and comfort in the preſent. world which 
their On goodneſs is naturally | conſtr» 
Now to ene muſt be imp re 


keck ge acting mo- 
tive of lucre, a rage rng power, undiC- 
cerning bigotry or blind ſuperſtition.— 
That the moſt worthy ſouls often are ren - 
dered moſt miſerable here is owing cer- 
tainly to the voluntary baſeneſs and depra- 
vation of their fellow - reatures. The will 
of God planned comfort, and peace, and 
happineſs for righteouſneſs in its every 
ſtate: if then it meet not with my 
in the preſent, - but merely becauſe it 
is - righteouſneſs, - ſubjects them to e 
effects of unrelenting mali ce, and blin 
either atheiſtical or ſuperſtitious fury 
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he whole worl 


- of 


that even thoſe who have been habituated 


to exerciſe it moſt ſeverely diſclaim the 


thing, and veil it over with ſome ſpecious 


name; and even thoſe who are moſt juſtly 


and righteouſly 1 for their ſocial 
crimes, for their baſe immoralities, are 
apt to affect che garb and title of people 
perſecuted, to raiſe” compaſſion, and di- 
vert the attention of others from he fur- 
vey of their perfonal crimes. The bloody 
inquiſitor will pretend that he is no per- 
ſeeutar, ' that he is only acting zoneſtly 
and a inoerly i the cy and r the glory 


fuch- notions of Een in ens 
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Ibiv-creatures on feli 
do they ever regarda 
about perſecution ? Do they ever Rec 
whether thoſe 1 perſecute are not really 
righteous}? Cord 

cepts of Chriſt, not indeed a according to 
ckeir oꝰn perverſe and adulterated ſenti- 
ments of his laws Do they ever try the 
ſpirits of others, or their on ſpirits, to 
0 danke candidly whether or ne they are of 


point ; in viey, as OG they. 

eſtabliſh ? The anſwer. may beg = ry 
who ſtudy. the will, of gur Lord and Maſs 
Ns his own, Goſpel, and the anſwer 
. will given m ſt end i in abe than: and 
<pntut on of all ſuch Antichriſtia agents, 
| Vers tes en lun, adh t hate, 
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n che e tereſt a r yr 
ſons punithed for their crimes, to ery out. 
perſecution, . when they are on ly doomed | 
to l in the very cauſe” and ſuppotrt of 

greeably to the. divine, and 
ace of human lavys founded upon 
the divine, and when” their actions are 
manifeſtly unrighteous, and tend to ba- 
ty, juſtice,” the peace and 5 55 
pineſs of the good and peaceful ae 
Lee _— 5 n fallacies ſhould al 
vays cted and expoſed, and mans 
Kind admoniſhed, run as hays cannot but 
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an MPVs that Re wo ſuff eib legally; 
for actions deſtrudtive” of true ri ighteduf⸗ 
nefs, in which not only the divine but all 
101 Teil duties oo ineluded- "hath: 56 
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ue deu wi a—ſofar. from. chat, „ chat all the 
truly righteous and good, muſt rejoice. to 


too play dereated, as the ſureſt means 


atcouſn cls, - truth, and juſic 
the more. .to o flouriſh, and boa, 
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1 is i vain qharieamonl 3 pro- 
e men, ſuffering For. open ads: of 
enormity. knaves and "villains: ſuffering 
the juſt reſult of their crimes, after detec- . 
tion and proof plead perſecution, and. ar- 6 

rogate 10 themſelves the bleſſings of it; 
— only pronꝛiſed and only due te 


ſufferings entirely undeſerved on the part 
of the ee or who would not ſuffer, 
would their conſcience. and their inherent 
goodneſs ſuffer them te join in unrighte- 
ous fas PRs or to commit. unrighteous 
When an honeſt truly religious ſoul 
Ci not act in ſuch a manner, as he knows 
both from reaſon and revelation God will 
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a 


abbightoowe-ni notions of the Deity, any no- 
tions calculated to corrupt, oppreſs or 
plunder his fellow- creatures, under the 
he will not be cruel or an enemy to his own 
ſpecies, under a falſe pretence of piety, 
nor violate the ſecond great command 
ent to ſhew an injudieious, if not an hy- 
1 pocritical -honour for the firſt, nor bend 
and torture his profeſſed attachment to 
the firſt, to worldly ſchemes, to the da- 
mage or pain, inany ſhape, of his neigh- 
bour:—if then malice or violence follow 
and plague him, "perſecuted he is indeed, 
and blefſed will be for il; for then he 
ſuffers becauſe he will not countenance, 
aid, or ſpread unrighteouſheſs, and bleſſed 
_ as e be in u anne 8 0 


ä It is now that "Re be a the 
ind of his Lord and Maſter, and per- 

my a courageous ſoldier under the ban · 
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ners of the Captain of ſalvation. He 
ſuffers as he indured, and therefore ſhall. 
_ certainly reign with him in his kingdom, 
the kingdom of heaven. He knows. ha | 
_ righteouſneſs truly and really is, and there- 

fore will ſteadily adhere in it, at the e ky 
_ pence of his preſent eaſe, his| preſent 
ſafety, or his Bang concerns in the; pre- 
ſent Ns: VVV 
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le wut "RUS me that; this 
declaration of Chriſt, that :. Bleſſed ſhould | 
be they who were perſecuted for righte- 
s ouſneſs fake,” was moſt /comfortabl 
and encouraging to thoſe to whom he firſ 
pronounced it. The fire of perſecuth n 
Was ſoon to be kindled upon them, and 
after they had undergone it, 5 to make ſad 
havock for ages amongſt the ſincereſt of 
his future diſciples. ve 
is furiouſly raging in many parts 0 
that which with a bitter ſeveri 


That fire even yet 


nnen ria ͤ 


very title is called ade Cl Chriſtian world. 

Nominal Chriſtians harrafs and torture 
ſtill in many places his true diſciples, be- 
cauſe they will not be untighteous, or 
act in ſuch a manner as they know nei- 
ther God, nor the precepts of Chriſt allow. 


Our lot, it muſt be owned with gratitude 


to the Deity, is fallen into a better ground. 
The powers of this community will not 
perſecute themſelves, and will defend and 
ſhelter thoſe who are We by others 


for ri ighteouſneſs ſake. From perſecu- 
tions, I fay, which affect the liberties, the 


ſafety, the lives of the truly righteous we are 
clearly exempted. But from the paſſions 


of boiſterous and wicked men, which in 
private ſcenes cauſe leſſer perſecutions, 
which too are inwardly and ſeverely felt, 
nothing can guard ys but an univerſal ad- 
herence to the practice of righteouſneſs. 
But that is too much to be hoped for in 
the ogy tranſitory ſtate. We are only 
1 0 to 
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MEN SHALL 
REVILE vob, AND PERSECUTE YOU, 
AND SHALL SAY ALL MANNER OF 


EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSLY FOR 
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H E general ſcope of 
tude is pretty much the fame 
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the former the bleſſed enj joyment of the 
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as — faſt their 1 Dt dil. 


Auining to give up the cauſe of virtue; 


in the preſent, bleſſings are likewiſe pro- 

miſed to thoſe who are perſecuted d for the © 
Ake of Chriſt, Gs as true and reſolute 
diſciples of their Maſter, adhere to his 
rules and precepts, however reviled, ca- 
lumniated and belied by rbeir unchriſtian 
pe aer 15 
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True Chriſtians, 5 in ſuch circumſtane 
ate exhorted by their Lord and Maſter not 
| ge their grief, or fall into a 4 ſtate 


to indut 
of dejection and deſpondency, but ET the 
contrary to * rejoice and be exceeding 


* glad,” ſince great he aſſures them, here- 
after, wo will be their reward i in Bea In. 
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He further Tor their hoouragement inti- 
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mates to them, that ſuch caſes are b no 
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(CINE new in the world, that fuch ber: | 
ſecution bf” his true 1 5 Re can Tat © 
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lee ip to/a wie 
el followers: of Chriſt * 
wiſe fingolar, ae Ae" world ferved his 


©" Vu] "baſe oh * Uungener, bus treatment 
have Prophets, Apoſtles, and- alt the _— 1 8 
and diſtinguiſhedly”" worthy and 200d,” at 
ry period of time received from 4 1 de- 
generate world; ſometimes p rſecuted even 
to t e death, but eee 'reviled, 4 tra- 
duced, and fa ſely and inj1 riouſly irepte- 
fenited by perverſe and wicked men. Such 
is now” ROM ill en ever be the portion 
of ſuperior goodneſs; and eben Where the 
uk, authority and power cannot be let 


by 


ate to it, cher Tn 
129g — 
2204 priſon- 


mn 2 = 1 
7 : Wy =P — : 
: o J 
, 8 Soy. * 
8 * 7 
85 0 n 
74 
7 
E . 


N ; 5 F , + 1 . a i 3 5 


| 21 8 2 0 * * F E- 5 IX. 0 


ths 0 dete 
the kin gdom of heaven was wrt fo 
| to ſeveral, other degrees of it are ſuitable 
recompences promiſed in this by Chriſt. 
Trug, goodneſs, | 1 vilified, miſrepr elented, | 
EE i d perſecution; © 
| 2 „ Rigg o which, : many are ſu b. 


| jetted chrough the irregular, paſſions os of 
0 perſons, which. though | it may no 
be able to, affect their properties or the 


ies, yet 9 wounds, thew in Aa more fen- | 5 
ble and delicate 
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55 them to ſuch an intenſe degree of inward 
| ſufferings, metits, and 0 
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hd peace in "ra «life can ro | 
prevented by no public law; and ſuc 
. - perſecutians will be noticed 
World, till every heart) beys/the 2 
1 Cheſt, and ſound religion be ee | 
| * ue pee Are guide of 


eee e Gras by the 
import a yngns and itch af deb. 
tion in another. Self- 
ben joinin commuy cating wide the fal{ 
. dnjuriqus, charge, though merely to pay a 
T complimans/to. a Will! 
virtue in a. belle, Light, mere for 
the ſake of amn emen and. Ser ation. 
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A der aan adſcriptian. — 
rafters are incerted, and truth is deſtroyed. 
They who obe their Lord and Maſter 
who love the religion of Chriſt, and ſtea- 
dily practiſe it becauſe they love it, ſuffer 
cinds of per ecution for bis fake.) 
his ſake are they e reviled, have 
all manner of ſcoffs and and reproaches Inj u- 
riouſſy thrown open them, a treat 
which no human law, no lay capable „. 
execution in the preſent world can hinder 
or amend, and which only the great Judge 
of ſouls can cenſure and puniſh. Decla- 
rations i it is true he hath made to ſupport . 
and rejoice the hearts of thoſe WhO ever 
ſuffet perſecution 3 perſecution to which 
a every de e e wee bis ee 
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1106 Sqn i ses ad fo 
private kinds of perſecution, that little 
needs be faid- in proof of the facts. I 
ſome they are raiſed' from a wanton, in 
athers from a vindictive ſpirit. They are 
not metely the ſcandals which differing 
but what individuals of the very ſame out- 
ward denomination largely pour- forth 
againſt their brethren. For moſt ſadly 
true it is, that all are not true Chriſtians 
in heart and ſincerity, who are fo in mouth 
and profeſſion. And moſt gratefully to 
the wicked ſhall finally 'become the 
% bleſſing of the good; and that when 
perſed for more diſtinguiſhed or more con- 
ſpicuous worth, for a ſteadier and more 
5 reſol ae to > the divine roy that 
of: ; 5 RE Th 5 8 I e | vis 
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there be exempted e eee 
opens hin An a laſting fund of om 
placence and joy, and the leſs they are re- 

- A OO ee. the regard of their 

ſerve PW! as eee ties rage FG - 

8 perſecution, > tho ſooner is it it determined, 

| thepreſent life, —ſo in theſe inferior kinds, 
Which me ago eas 

with lefs that. 3 & e is 
onger is its continuance. The former 
ods: of life, the latter acts on through 
the whole length and extent of it. By 

this means 2 \ 

wm all their days. | 


the wind 
_ whilſt 


l. The pains are ſtruck into 


| Dr οοοο . 

whilſt: hes body is unhurt and ee 
Such is a more refined and more piercing 
perſecutie ion. The furious Phariſee or may = 
bloody ite, by the very fury of act- 


1 5 ing ſoon bring the tortures they inflict to 


an end. But there is no ceſſation af 
falſhood againſt oodneſs vilified and tra- 
duced, until the very laws of nature diſ- 
ſolve the object, and give it a diſcharge 
from its preſent manſion. Moſt happy 
therefore is it for the ſufferers, that our 
Lord has provided them progreſſive and 
exceeding: gladneſs, from a ſenſe of ſuch. 
unmerited ' perſecutions, ' and ſuited / the 
greatneſs of the reward to the continuance 
of the bad treatment they meet with. - 
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From this declaration of Lord's 
we alſo learn one very importan t, though 
an unheeded and unnoticed point, that 
numbers who think themſelves quite clear 

from the guilt of . are how- 8 
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ever clearly and effectually guilty of it. 
For does not Chriſt plainly declare revil- 
ings and fal ſhoods, and evil frokings 
againſt the innocent and good; to to be ar- 
rant perſecutions? Does he not beatify 


them who ſuffer. them? des he Not -af- 
m that * end for Wd. ſufferings | 


5 If therefor they ard 10 1 
Joice Who are thus We or his fake, 


what muſt be the ſhame, and what the 


portion of thoſe, who thus attack their 
ſerious religious fellow-creatures, and ſcat- 


ter reproaches and falſhoods againſt them, 


| Whilſt they are conſcientiouſſy adhering 
to the laws and Hips of. d * 
Maſter. Non | 3 
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The "SPY _ esse Chri ian, 

is ſo in ſpirit and in truth, add per is 

alperſed/ vilified, and reproached by his 
aun perverſe, or intereſted fellow - crea- 
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ä tures, ſuffers às it were one continue! 


martyrdom,” The name indeed is appro- 
priated to perſecutions 8, the reſult of which 


is loſs of life; but the ungenerous treat- 


ment, the progreſſive vent of ſcandals, 
the conſtant ridicule to which goodneſs is 
erits the title. 
At leaſt we are ſure from his own words, 


| that Chriſt regards them as ſuch, and as 
ſuch they are intitled eee 
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e cl then (4s apes is; he 
goodneſs of the Deity, who hath provided 


- 


ia the Goſpel fuch noble encouragements 
in ſupport of innocence diſtreſſed ! With- 


out theſe, blaſts could not prove- more 


5 hurtful to the tender bud, than ſcandals 
and falſhoods would to an ingenuous un- 

| * corrupted foul. | Such a foul by its very 
mature, is moſt ſenſible of the ſweets of a 


pure immaculate reputation, and moſt in- 
| ___ wardly 
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| the gracious c Worts 
port him here, his wrongs wiltult be re- 


g paired, and his innocence vindicated, ap- 
proved, and rewarded, by the eee ry 
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" Theſe kinds of ID TRR have bee? 
been, and will, it is highly to be feared, be 


very frequent in the world. Let every 
profeſſor of Chriſtianity take care that he 


rather bears, than be the cauſe or author 
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of them. And when ſubjected himſelf to | 


this trial, this though not fatal yet fiery. 


trial, let him not grow impatient as if 


ſome ſtrange thing had happened unto 


him; but let him rejoice, for as much as 


« he is partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
that when his glory is revealed, 10 . | 


*« be glad alſo with exceeding joy: 


« If ye are e for the name of 
e ** Chriſt,” 5 
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